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Got a problem?
Go tell the Army

BY GEOFF ZIEZULEWICZ
Stars and Stripes

Depending upon your rank,
Army life in Europe can be chock
full of droopy-eyed junior enlist-
eds, power-mad NCOs or know-
nothing “butter-bar” lieutenants.

Meaningful change to policies
can seem as distant as the States.

But commanders do want to
know how they can improve life
for soldiers, civilians and family
members.

And as this year's round of
Army Family Action Plan confer-
ences take place in most garri-
sons over the next
month, organizers
want to hear what

you think.

If the idea is

good enough, it

might  even be  garrisons

kicked around in
the halls of the top
department of the
Army echelon.
And believe it
or not, change can

come from the oL e 4
meetings. nity Services office.

In Baumholder, Bamberg: Feb. 26-28
Germany, last Baumbholder:
year, one AFAP March 5-8
conference partici- Darmstadt:

pant was con-
cerned that regis-
tered civilian sex
offenders from the
States did not have
to register once
they were part of
USAREUR, said

Sarah Dayton, a Stuttgart:

Conferences
across Europe

Most U.S. Army Europe
are
their annual Army Family
Action Plan conferences
in the coming weeks. For
more information on how
to participate,
your local Army Commu-

Feb. 27-March 1
Heidelberg: Feb. 21-22
Hohenfels:

March 19-20
Mannheim: Feb. 21-22
Schweinfurt:

Feb. 27-March 1

es, civilians, retirees and teens
can all take part.

The Army’s Thrift Savings
Plan also started within local
AFAP conferences, said Jane Hel-
frich, the regional AFAP manag-
er for the Army’s U.S. Installation
Command-Europe.

Likening it to the political pro-
cess in the States, Helfrich said
that things have gotten better
through the conferences.

And  while not all issues
brought up will make it to the top
of the Army, some don't need to
and can be addressed by garrison
commanders, she said.

“Some things
may be pet rocks,
and they’re not
going to go any-
where, and some
things may be very
installation-specif-
ic,” Helfrich said.
“But there are is-
sues that have rele-
vance for the total
Army family, sol-
diers, civilians, fam-
ily members. And
when we get that
kind of issue, it’s
very exciting.”

Worthy issues
that aren’t installa-
tion-specific are
kicked up to a US-
AREUR-level con-
ference and then to
an  Army  wide
equivalent if neces-
sary, she said.

Most USAREUR
conferences are tak-

holding

contact

community infor- Jan. 30-Feb. 2 ing place in the
mation specialist USAG Ansbach: next month, and or-
with  Baumhold- Feb. 13-14 in Illesheim  ganizers can al-
er's Army Commu- USAG Brussels: ways use more par-
nity  Services, March 13-15 ticipants, Helfrich
which is hosting USAG Schinnen: said.

the local AFA_P Feb., 8-9 The idea is to
get-together  in USAG SHAPE: reach everyorne

early March.

The idea of mak-
ing  nonmilitary
sex offenders register with their
local Provost Marshal’s Office is
now being considered at the high-
est level of the Army, she said,
and it was helped along by a sug-
gestion that worked its way up
from Baumholder.

“It’s a great way for people who
feel that no one listens,” Dayton
said, adding that soldiers, spous-

March 13-15

who has an issue
they would like ad-
dressed and have it
at least looked at in the confer-
ence’s focus groups, said Melinda
Thomas, the AFAP coordinator
for Baumholder.

“We're trying to reach every-
one,” she said. “During the confer-
ence, there is no rank. Every-
body’s in civilian clothes, and we
want to hear everyone's voice.”

€-mail Geoff Ziezulewicz at:
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